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“Wild, Wonderful & 
Open For Business” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact 
one of our local offices or call 
the West Virginia State Office on 
our toll-free line, 1-800-295-
8228, to be put in touch with the  
appropriate personnel serving 
your area and needs.   
 
You can also find detailed infor-
mation about West Virginia 
USDA Rural Development on 
the world wide web at: 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wv. 

Message From State Director Rob Steptoe 

Lavalette PSD Groundbreaking Held 

USDA Rural Development’s 
mission is to increase economic 
opportunity and improve the 
quality of life for all rural Ameri-
cans. 
 
We offer a full range of rural 
development financial services in 
West Virginia for housing, busi-
ness, technical assistance, utilities 
and community facilities. 
 
USDA Rural Development looks 
forward to continued success 
building partnerships with you 
and all rural West Virginia com-
munities. 
 
Proudly serving rural America 
for over 70 years, we aggres-
sively commit our resources and 
knowledge to you in an effort to 
fulfill our vision, “A rural Amer-
ica that is a healthy, safe and 
prosperous place to live and 
work.” 

This newsletter will provide you 
with a news summary of key 
USDA Rural Development 
events in West Virginia, contact 
information and valuable pro-
gram updates. 
 
It goes without saying, this news-
letter is being developed with 
you, the customer, in mind.  It is 
our hope that it will become an 
invaluable resource for you and 
your community. 
 
We want you to know more 
about our programs and what 
we can do for you and your 
community.  West Virginia Rural 
Development’s dedicated and 
highly-skilled employees are 
readily available and eager to 
work with you to meet our goal 
of building viable and sustainable 
rural communities.  Together, 
we can remain “Committed to the 
Future of Rural Communities.” 

Lavalette Public Service District 
celebrated the start of construc-
tion on their U.S. Route 52 
North Waterline Extension 
Project with a groundbreaking 
ceremony on February 27, 2006. 
 
USDA Rural Development lever-
aged Rural Utilities Program 
loans of $2,713,000 with other  
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Pictured to the left (l to r):  Darrell 
Wellman (General Manager of Lavalette 
PSD), Rick Wellman (Wayne County 
Commissioner), William Willis 
(Lavalette PSD Board Member), Rob 
Steptoe (Rural Development State Di-
rector), Greg Parsons (Congressman 
Rahall’s representative), Tammy 
Stollings (Governor Joe Manchin’s repre-
sentative), Charles Sammoms (Wayne 
County Commission President), H. Tru-
man Chafin (State Senator), Jim Booten 
(Wayne County Commissioner) and Ed 
Robinson (E. L. Robinson Engineering 
Company). 

funding in the amount of 
$3,118,050 to provide potable 
water service to approximately 
208 new customers in rural 
Wayne County, West Virginia. 
 
The project will consist of ap-
proximately 122,300 feet of 
waterline, one water storage 
tank, one booster pump station, 

fire hydrants, valves and other 
necessary appurtenances.   
 
In West Virginia, USDA Rural 
Development’s Rural Utilities 
Programs administer a water and 
wastewater loan and grant pro-
gram to improve the quality of 
life and promote economic de-
velopment in rural areas. 

Today, Rural Develop-
ment is the venture 
capitalist for rural 
America, built on the 
legacy of Depression-
era agencies begun 
over 70 years ago. 



Special Point of Interest 
• USDA Rural Development 

invested over $130 Mil-
lion in rural West Virginia 
during Fiscal Year 2005.  
Visit our website to view 
our Annual Report and 
see how this money was 
invested. 

 

     Rural Development Offers Office Hours in 
McDowell, Mercer, Raleigh and Wyoming Counties 

Rural Development Also Offers Office Hours  
In Monroe and Pocahontas Counties 

Main Street (telephone 304-732-
8855; fax 304-732-9140;  
TTY/TDD 304-284-4836) from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   
  
The Princeton Rural Develop-
ment Office has recently moved 
from its location on Gott Road 
to 241 Mercer Springs Road, 
Suite A, Princeton, WV  24740.  
That office is now located in the 
Forestry Building, just off Exit 14 
of I-77 at the Athens exit. 
 
Representatives will be available 
to discuss Rural Development 
programs with the public, take 
applications and assist existing 
customers.  You can contact 
Rural Development in the 
Princeton office via telephone at 
304-487-1402; fax 304-425-
0695; TTY/TDD 304-284-4836.  

State Director Robert M. Step-
toe, III, announced that in an 
effort to accommodate more 
rural West Virginians, Rural 
Development will hold office 
hours in Kimball, McDowell 
County, WV, every first (1st) 
Monday of the month, effective 
March 2006. 
 
Rural Development will be avail-
able in the SHED, Inc. (Safe 
Housing & Economic Develop-
ment, Inc.) office in Kimball, WV 
located at 16 Chestnut Street at 
Norwood Bottom, (telephone 
304-585-7419 or 304-585-7440) 
from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.  During 
the afternoons, fieldwork and 
outreach will be conducted in 
the McDowell County area. 
 
Rural Development will hold 

office hours in Beckley, Raleigh  
County, WV, every Wednesday 
of the month, effective immedi-
ately. 
 
Rural Development will be avail-
able in the USDA Agricultural 
Service Center located at 471 
Ragland Road, Beckley, WV 
(telephone 304-252-4343; fax 
304-252-5809; TTY/TDD  
304-284-4836) from 8:00 a.m.  
to 4:30 p.m. 
 
Rural Development will hold 
office hours in Pineville, Wyo-
ming County, WV, every Friday 
of the month, effective immedi-
ately. 
 
Rural Development will be avail-
able in Room 103 of the Pine-
ville U.S. Post Office located on 

hours, you may call 304-799-
4317 or fax 304-799-7289. 
 
Rural Development representa-
tives will be available to discuss 
their programs with the public, 
take applications and assist exist-
ing customers.   
 
You can also contact Rural De-
velopment in the Lewisburg 
office at 179 Northridge Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV  24901 
(telephone 304-645-7422; fax 
304-647-9627; and TTY/TDD 
304-284-4836.) 

USDA Rural Development will 
begin offering office hours in 
Monroe and Pocahontas Coun-
ties in their continued efforts to 
accommodate more rural West 
Virginians. 
 
Staff will be available in Monroe 
County from 10:00 AM to Noon 
every third (3rd) Thursday of the 
month, effective April 2006, in 
the conference room of the 
USDA Service Center located at 
190 Highway 3 East, Union, WV  
24983.  To contact that office 

during these hours, you may call 
304-772-3006 or fax 304-772-
3260. 
  
Pocahontas County office hours 
are also 10:00 AM to Noon, but 
they will be offered on the 
fourth (4th) Thursday of each 
month, effective April 2006, in 
the conference room of the 
USDA Service Center located 2 
miles south of Marlinton on 
Route 219 at RR 2, Box 51A, 
Buckeye, WV  24924.  To con-
tact that office during these 

Grant County Office Hours Announced 
number is 800-511-3093, exten-
sion 108; commercial 304-257-
4702, ext. 108; and the fax num-
ber is 304-257-2467. 
 
You can also contact Rural De-
velopment in Romney at 500 
East Main Street, Suite E, Rom-
ney, WV  26747, telephone  
304- 822-3020 and fax 304-822-
3728. 

Wendell Alt, Rural Development 
Specialist (pictured left) states, 
“During the current period of 
prevailing high fuel costs, the 
opening of a sub-office will pro-
vide a more convenient location 
with less travel expense to local 
area customers for applying and 
receiving services under Rural 

Development’s various loan and 
grant programs.” 
 
Office hours are being held on 
the first (1st) Thursday of each 
month from 7:30 AM to 11:30 
AM in the Grant County Farm 
Service Agency office located in 
the USDA Service Center along 
North Main Street in Petersburg, 
WV.  The toll free telephone 
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“During the current 
period of prevailing high 
fuel costs, the opening of 
a sub-office will provide a 
more convenient location 
with less travel expense to 
local area customers for 
applying and receiving 
services under Rural 
Development’s various 
loan and grant programs,” 
stated Wendell Alt, Rural 
Development Specialist. 

Pictured above:  Rural Devel-
opment Specialist Wendell 
Alt.  



  Rural Development Provides Housing Programs 
        Information at Martinsburg Home Show 

Harrison County Board of Education  
Awarded Distance Learning Grant 

In addition to Ruth Ann Barron 
and Augusta Wilson (pictured 
to the left), Rural Develop-
ment Manager Howard Page, 
Rural Development Specialist 
Wendell Alt and Guaranteed 
Housing Specialist Scott Mullin 
greeted visitors and provided 
them with assistance in under-
standing Rural Development 
programs and how to apply for 
loans and/or grants. 
 
The Martinsburg Rural Develop-
ment office serves Berkeley, 
Jefferson and Morgan Counties, 
WV. 
 
For more information, you can 
contact the Martinsburg Rural 
Development office at 151  
Aikens Center, Suite 4, Martins-
burg, WV  25401-6211; tele-
phone 304-263-7547; fax 
304-267-9172; or TTY/TDD 
304-284-4836.   
 

Pictured (l to r):  Ruth Ann 
Barron, Rural Development 
Specialist, and Augusta Wil-
son, Rural Development 
Technician, provide informa-
tion to attendees of the Mar-
tinsburg Home Show. 

 
March 3—5, 2006.  Rural Devel-
opment participated in the Mar-
tinsburg Home Show where they 
provided program information to 
the attendees of this annual 
event. 
 
Rural Development programs 
that were highlighted for this 
specific occasion were the Self-
Help Housing Program, Direct 
Single-Family Housing Program, 
and the Guaranteed Housing 
Program. 
 
Telamon Corporation provided 
Rural Development with litera-
ture on Counseling and the Self-
Help Housing program to have 
readily available for the public.   
 
Rural Development brochures 
and pamphlets were available in 
English and Spanish versions.   
 
 

Board of Education Director of 
Technology Marcel Malfregeot 
stated, “They will have an open 
channel to Washington, to 
Charleston, to Homeland Secu-
rity…” 
 
Pictured below is Marissa 
Bailey, age 9 and a 3rd grader at 
Nutter Fort Intermediate 
School.  Wearing her Grandfa-
ther’s sailor hat from WWII, 
Marissa “belted out” the Na-
tional Anthem as part of the 
ceremony. 

Harrison County Board of Edu-
cation held a celebration cere-
mony on March 21, 2006 at the 
Nutter Fort Primary School to 
commemorate their award of a 
Distance Learning Grant. 
 

Harrison County Board of Edu-
cation Superintendent Carl H. 
Friebel, (pictured left) ac-
cepted a check in the amount of 
$349,935 from USDA Rural 
Development State Director 
Rob Steptoe (pictured to the 
right of Superintendent Frie-
bel). 
 
This particular entity will utilize 
the funds to expand the current 
WAN, T1 and IP telecommuni-
cation technologies to 11 addi-
tional rural schools and add the 
Harrison County Bureau of 
Emergency Services to offer new 
courses, virtual field trips, pro-
fessional training and coordinate 
disaster relief in the area with 
state and local authorities.   
 
The project will serve more than 
11,000 students and 1,500 
school board employees in 30 
schools. 
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Self-Help Housing 
Loans help groups of 
six to ten low-
income families build 
their own homes by 
providing materials 
and the skilled labor 
they cannot furnish 
themselves. 
 
The families must 
agree to work 
together until all 
homes are finished. 



  Distance Learning Grant  
Received By Roane County Schools 

Rural Development Employees  
Conduct Outreach at 2006 WV EXPO 

purchased for each elementary 
school which will be supple-
mented by notebook PCs, also 
whiteboards and digital projec-
tors for teachers. 
 
Roane County’s six campuses 
will be the end-user sites.  Over 
2,500 students and faculty, as 
well as the county’s entire popu-
lation of 15,627 will benefit 
directly from this project. 
 
Federal and State Government 
officials, stakeholders and poten-
tial grant recipients were in 
attendance and joined in this 
celebration.  Among those pre-
sent were representatives Dot 
Underwood from Governor Joe 
Manchin’s office, Shirley Dissen 
from Congresswoman Capito’s 
office, Terry Williams—Mayor 
of Spencer, Roane County 
Commissioner John Greathouse, 
Board of Education President 
Richard Boggs, Delegate Bob 
Ashley, Pam Hoppe—WV Of-
fice of Technology, Board of 
Education members and several 
Roane County High School 
principals, assistant principals, 
students, teachers, parents and 
staff. 

Pictured (l to r):  Accepting the 
Distance Learning Grant 
award on behalf of Roane 
County Schools is Superinten-
dent Stephen Goffreda and 
Assistant Superintendent/
CFO David Kinison.  Present-
ing the award is WV USDA 
Rural Development State 
Director Rob Steptoe. 

Roane County Schools held a 
celebration ceremony on March 
22, 2006 at the Roane County 
High School to commemorate 
their award of a Distance Learn-
ing Grant.  USDA Rural Devel-
opment State Director Rob 
Steptoe and Field Representative 
Ron Mellon from Washington, 
DC, were on hand to congratu-
late the public school system and 
present them with the funds. 
 
Roane County Schools Superin-
tendent Stephen Goffreda and 
David Kinison, Roane County 
Schools Assistant Superintendent 
and Chief Financial Officer, rep-
resented the school system. 
 
Roane County Schools was one 
of three recipients to be 
awarded Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine Grants in the State 
of West Virginia.  Nationwide, 
there were 79 recipients of 
these highly competitive pro-
gram grant funds. 
 
This particular entity was 
awarded $485,825 to enable 
VOIP interactive learning.  Wire-
less mobile learning labs will be 

Kevin Betler, Construction Ana-
lyst; and Rural Utilities Techni-
cians Eric Gumm and Audrey 
Gwinn. 
 
EXPO provides continuing edu-
cation opportunities for the 
Rural Development staff.  Over 
60 seminars for designers, con-
tractors, public works, and in-
dustry personnel were available.  
In addition, EXPO also allows 
the USDA Rural Development 
staff to make personal contact 
with various potential borrowers 
and engineering companies in an 
effort to promote interest in and 
stimulate applications for its 
programs.   

The 27th annual West Virginia 
Equipment, Technology, and 
Design Exposition was held 
March 23 and 24 at the Charles-
ton Civic Center.  Representa-
tives from Rural Development 
were in attendance to network 
and conduct outreach. 
 
Attending from Rural Develop-
ment were Randy Plum, Rural 
Utilities Program Director; 
Harry Taylor, State Civil Engi-
neer; Chris Missimer, State Ar-
chitect; Rural Utilities Specialists 
Janna Lowery, Virginia McDon-
ald, Joe Crickenberger, Steve 
Collins and Teresa Miller; Russell 
Henderson, Contract Specialist; 
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The Distance 
Learning and 
Telemedicine (DLT) 
Program is designed 
to enhance 
educational and 
health care services 
in rural America.   
 
During the past five 
years, USDA’s Rural 
Development has 
invested over $4.6 
billion in 
telecommunications 
programs across 
America. 

Pictured (l to r):  Rural Utilities Technician Eric Gumm and 
Rural Utilities Specialist Steve Collins attended the 27th 
annual WV EXPO.  



APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR RENEWABLE 
ENERGY SYSTEMS AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
IMPROVEMENTS GRANTS AND GUARANTEED LOANS  

RURAL RENTAL HOUSING PROGRAM  
FUNDS AVAILABLE 

Steptoe added, “Grant applica-
tions must be completed and 
submitted to USDA Rural Devel-
opment, ATTN:  Cheryl Wolfe, 
Business and Cooperatives Pro-
gram Director, Federal Building, 
Suite 320, 75 High Street, Mor-
gantown, WV  26505-7500 post-
marked no later than May 12, 
2006.  Guaranteed loans will be 
awarded on a continuous basis 
until August 1, 2006, however, 
they must reach National Office 
for funding consideration by July 
3, 2006.” 

 
Further information and applica-
tion procedure can be found in 
the February 13 edition of the 
Federal Register at 
http://257.g.adamaitech.net/7/257
/2422/01jan20061800/
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/E6-
1923.htm.  

USDA Rural Development is 
accepting applications through 
the Business and Cooperative 
Programs to purchase renewable 
energy systems and make energy 
efficiency improvements for 
agriculture producers and rural 
small businesses in eligible rural 
areas. 

 
Nationwide, the amount avail-
able for competitive grants is 
$11.385 million.  Approximately 
$176.5 million in guaranteed loan 
authority is also available.  Any 
guaranteed loan funds that are 
not obligated by August 1, 2006, 
will be pooled and revert to the 
National Office reserve for grant 
use. 

 
USDA is currently in the process 
of evaluating the potential for a 
direct loan program to help 
finance renewable energy and 

energy efficiency projects for 
rural small business and agricul-
tural producers.  Therefore, for 
purposes of Fiscal Year 2006, 
funding will be limited to grants 
and guaranteed loans. 

 
For renewable energy systems, 
the minimum grant request is 
$2,500 and the maximum is 
$500,000.  For energy efficiency 
improvements, the minimum 
acceptable grant request is 
$1,500 and the maximum is 
$250,000.  The maximum 
amount of a guaranteed loan 
made to a borrower will be $10 
million.  For Fiscal Year 2006, 
the guarantee fee amount is 1% 
(one percent) of the guaranteed 
portion of the loan and the an-
nual renewal fee is 0.125% (one-
eighth of one percent) of the 
guaranteed portion of the loan. 
 

Rural Rental Housing funds, 
$25,740,000 of which is available 
for new construction on a na-
tional competitive level. 
 
Section 515 funds are used to 
make loans to individuals, corpo-
rations, associations, trusts, 
Indian tribes, public or private 
nonprofit organizations, con-
sumer cooperatives, or partner-
ships to provide rental or coop-
erative housing and related facili-
ties in rural areas for very-low, 
low or moderate income per-
sons or families, including elderly 
persons and persons with dis-
abilities. 
 
The deadline for submitting an 
application for Section 515 Rural 
Rental Housing program funds is 
May 19, 2006.  Individual loan 
requests may not exceed $1 
million and WV can receive up 
to $2.5 million.  Contact the WV 
Rural Development State Office 
at 304-284-4872.   

USDA Rural Development is 
accepting applications through 
the Rural Rental Housing Guar-
anteed loan program (Section 
538).  The program is provided 
to increase the supply of afford-
able rental housing through the 
use of loan guarantees, which are 
provided by Rural Development 
in partnership with private lend-
ers and public agencies. 

 
To be eligible for funding under 
the program, the properties 
must have repair and rehabilita-
tion costs totaling at least $6,500 
per unit.  Eligible uses for loan 
proceeds also include construc-
tion of new units, land improve-
ments, construction of office and 
maintenance buildings, commu-
nity and recreational facilities, 
parking, landscaping, fencing and 
appliance purchases.    
 
Eligible housing types include 
family, senior and farm labor 
housing properties.  Occupants 

must be members of very low, 
low or moderate income house-
holds; or elderly, handicapped 
and disabled persons with in-
comes not in excess of 115% of 
the area median income. 
 
Eligible applicants for loan funds 
include U.S. citizens, aliens legally 
admitted for permanent resi-
dence, nonprofit organizations 
including local governments, 
community development groups 
and Indian tribes, or for-profit 
corporations.  Rural areas with 
populations of up to 20,000 are 
eligible. Funding in the amount of 
$99 million has been allocated to 
provide guarantees.  USDA Rural 
Development will accept re-
sponses until all funds are ex-
pended.  A notice will be placed 
in the Federal Register when all 
funds are committed for FY 
2006. 
 
Also, there is $99 million nation-
wide available for Section 515 

Pictured Above:  Knollview 
Village Apartments, a 48-unit 
apartment complex for low-
income people 55 and older, 
located on a five-acre knoll 
just west of St. Albans, at 571 
MacCorkle Ave., W, in 
Charleston, WV.  This project 
was funded through Rural 
Development’s Rural Renting 
Housing Program. 
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“Rural Rental Housing 
Program funds give Rural 
Development the 
opportunity to provide 
more affordable housing 
that is decent, safe, 
sanitary and competitive 
in the market,” stated 
Rob Steptoe, State 
Director.   



  Distance Learning Grant  
Received By Braxton County Schools 

Water System Improvements  
Underway For Clay County  

Benefits will include increased 
course offerings, opportunities 
for professional staff develop-
ment, adult basic education 
courses, GED classes, continuing 
education courses, job training 
courses, and on-line college and 
university degree programs.  
This project will serve 2,547 
students and 4,286 residents of 
Braxton County. 
  
Delegate Brent Boggs was on 
hand and stated, “This opportu-
nity affords us the means to 
make Braxton County the most 
livable place in central WV by 
gaining access to technology so 
necessary in today’s world and 
in the future.  The children 
come first, but the community 
will also benefit.” 
 
Representative Dot Underwood 
from Governor Manchin’s office 
and Shirley Stark Dissen of Con-
gresswoman Capito’s office 
were also present to extend 
their congratulations.    
 

Pictured (l to r):  Accepting the 
ceremonial Distance Learning 
Grant award check on behalf 
of Braxton County Schools is 
Board of Education President 
Arlene Herndon.  Also pic-
tured (l to r) are Board Mem-
bers Tom Hefner, Ernie 
Moore and Elizabeth Stewart.  
Presenting the award is WV 
USDA Rural Development 
State Director Rob Steptoe. 

Braxton County Schools held a 
celebration ceremony, where 
Superintendent Carolyn Long 
served as Master of Ceremonies, 
on April 12, 2006 at the Braxton 
County Middle School to com-
memorate their award of a Dis-
tance Learning Grant.  USDA 
Rural Development State Direc-
tor Rob Steptoe and Field Rep-
resentative Ron Mellon from 
Washington, DC, were on hand 
to congratulate the public school 
system and present them with 
the funds. 
 
Braxton County Schools was 
one of three recipients to be 
awarded Distance Learning and 
Telemedicine Grants in the State 
of West Virginia.  Nationwide, 
there were 79 recipients of 
these highly competitive pro-
gram grant funds. 
 
The award of $500,000 will be 
used to provide distance learning 
with broadband technology and 
state-of-the-art computer labs 
for eight county schools. 

ter wells to become dry. 
 
USDA Rural Development’s 
Water and Waste Disposal Pro-
gram provided funding for Clay 
County Public Service District in 
the amount of $2,523,000 
($623,000 in loan funds and 
$1,900,000 in grant funds) to 
improve the current water treat-
ment plant and extend water 
services to the Tuckers Bottom, 
Incore, Lizemores, Fola and 
Independence areas.  The loan 
closing date was December 19, 
2005.   
 
Construction began shortly after 
loan closing.  The improvements 
will optimize the existing water 
treatment plant and extend wa-
ter services to approximately 
325 residents, providing the new 
customers with a safe, reliable 
water source. 

The existing water supply in the 
Tuckers Bottom, Indore, 
Lizemores, Fola and Independ-
ence areas mainly consists of  
wells.  Many residents in these 
areas have complained about the 
odor and taste associated  
with the water as well as prob-
lems with stained clothing after 
washing laundry. 
 
These problems are common 
characteristics of groundwater 
and usually a result of high sulfur 
and iron concentrations.  High 
concentration levels of sulfate 
may cause health conditions. 
 
Some residents have classified 
the water as unfit to drink and 
purchase bottled water for con-
sumption.  Residents have also 
mentioned that mining activities 
in the southern end of Clay 
County have caused groundwa-
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The purpose of the 
Water & Waste 
Disposal Programs is 
to build, repair and 
improve public water 
systems, and waste 
collection & 
treatment systems. 

Pictured  Above:  Heavy equipment moves 6-inch pipe in 
preparation for installation in the Lizemores area.  



Section 525 Technical and Supervisory  
Assistance (TSA) Grants Funding Available   

USDA Rural Development Expands Partnership 
With West Virginia State University 

Up to $1,000,000 in competitive 
grants will be awarded to eligi-
ble applicants.  No single award 
will exceed $100,000.  No more 
than one grant per State and/or 
applicant will be awarded. 
 
Applications are due to the 
West Virginia Rural Develop-
ment State Office, ATTN:   
Dianne Goff Crysler, 75 High 
Street, Suite 320, Morgantown, 
WV  26505-7500 no later than 
May 17, 2006. 
 
Application information and 
further information on this No-
tice of Funds Availability can be 
found in the April 17 edition of 
the Federal Register at:  http://
a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/242
2/01jan20061800/
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/E6-
5688.htm. 

Rural Housing Programs an-
nounces it is soliciting applica-
tions under its Technical and 
Supervisory Assistance (TSA) 
grant program.  Grants will be 
awarded to eligible applicant 
organizations to conduct pro-
grams of technical and supervi-
sory assistance for low-income 
rural residents to obtain and/or 
maintain occupancy of adequate 
housing. 
 
The deadline for receipt of pre-
application proposals is May 17, 
2006. 
 
The policy of USDA Rural De-
velopment is to provide techni-
cal and supervisory assistance to 
eligible applicants to do the 
following:  (1) Provide home-

ownership and financial counsel-
ing to reduce both the potential 
for delinquency by loan appli-
cants and the level of payment 
delinquency by present Rural 
Development housing loan bor-
rowers; and (2) Facilitate the 
delivery of housing programs to 
serve the most needy low-
income families in rural areas of 
greatest need for housing. 
 
The objectives of the TSA Grant 
Program are to assist low-
income rural families in obtaining 
adequate housing to meet their 
family’s needs and/or to provide 
the necessary guidance to pro-
mote their continued occupancy 
of already adequate housing.  
These objectives will be accom-
plished through the establish-
ment or support of housing 
delivery and counseling projects 
run by eligible applicants.   

A current project will expand 
the WV Specialty Foods Coop-
erative by helping to recruit and 
develop new members.  The 
West Virginia “culinary competi-
tion” will allow new specialty 
food product entrepreneurs to 
compete for prizes during the 
West Virginia State Fair.  The 
winning food product/producer 
will receive a prize package that 
will help them take their recipe 
from an idea to a finished prod-
uct with labeling, testing, and 
marketing ready for sale to the 
public.  A new specialty foods 
business is the planned result of 
the project. 
 
Anyone interested in entering 
the food competition should 
contact Ms. Turner, West Vir-
ginia State University, Rural 
Business Services Program Co-
ordinator, 97 Park Avenue, Me-
morial Building, Hinton, WV, 
telephone 304-466-7113.  
 
   

The Southern WV Rural Busi-
ness Development Outreach 
Initiative, started in 2003, covers 
11 counties in West Virginia:  
Fayette, Greenbrier, Mercer, 
McDowell, Monroe, Nicholas, 
Pocahontas, Raleigh, Summers, 
Webster and Wyoming.   
 
Through a grant awarded by 
USDA Rural Development, the 
1890 Institutions are asked to 
provide technical assistance for 
business creation, to conduct 
educational programs that de-
velop and improve the profes-
sional skills of rural entrepre-
neurs, and to provide outreach 
and promote USDA Rural De-
velopment programs in small 
rural communities with the 
greatest economic need. 
 
West Virginia State’s representa-
tive for the program is Ms. Stacy 
Turner.  She is working on a 
variety of activities in support of 
economic development in rural 
areas.   

Page 7 Almost Heaven WV Mountain State Rural Express  

 
The Historically Black 
Land Grant Universities 
were created by the 
second Morrill Act, in 
1890, following the 
signing of the first 
Morrill Act by President 
Lincoln in 1862.   

Pictured Above:  Ms.  Stacy Turner, West Virginia State Uni-
versity’s representative for the Southern WV Rural Develop-
ment Outreach Initiative. 

West Virginia State University, 
located at Institute, WV, be-
gan as a historically black uni-
versity and has evolved into a 
fully accessible, racially diverse, 
and multi-generational institu-
tion of higher learning. 

 
The performance 
period of a Technical 
and Supervisory 
Assistance (TSA) Grant 
will be two years from 
the date the grant 
agreement is executed.   
 



RURAL DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCES 
COMMUNITY CONNECT GRANT PROGRAM  

RURAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY GRANT  
APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED 

application amount for Fiscal 
Year 2006.  However, there is a 
$50,000 minimum. 
 
The application guide, copies of 
the necessary forms and sam-
ples, and the Community Con-
nect Grant Program regulation 
are available on the internet at 
http://www.usda.gov/rus/
telecom/commconnect.htm or 
http://www.grants.gov.   
 
For paper copies of these mate-
rials, please contact USDA Rural 
Development, Broadband Divi-
sion, at 202-690-4673. 
  

USDA Rural Development State 
Director Robert M. Steptoe, III, 
announces the availability of $8.9 
million nationwide in Community 
Connect Grants for broadband 
transmission service that fosters 
economic growth and delivers 
enhanced educational, health 
care, and public safety services. 
 
“Broadband transmission service 
is vital to economic develop-
ment, education, health and 
safety for rural Americans,” 
stated Steptoe. 
 
The purpose of the Community 
Connect Grant Program is to 

provide financial assistance in the 
form of grants to eligible appli-
cants that will provide broad-
band transmission service on a 
“community-oriented connec-
tivity” basis. 
 
Priority will be given to rural 
areas that have the greatest need 
for broadband transmission 
services, enabling connection of 
essential community facilities in 
rural towns and communities 
where no broadband service 
exists. 
 
The deadline to apply is May 15, 
2006 and there is no maximum 

should contact John Comerci, 
Rural Business and Cooperative 
Programs Specialist, 481 Ragland 
Road, Beckley, WV  25801, tele-
phone 304-253-9597 (extension 
146), fax 304-252-5809, or TTY/
TDD 304-284-4836.   
 
Completed applications should 
be mailed to the West Virginia 
Rural Development State Office, 
75 High Street, Suite 320, Mor-
gantown, WV  26505-7500. 
 
Further information can be 
found in the March 15 edition of 
the Federal Register at http://
a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/242
2/01jan20061800/
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/E6-
3762.htm. 

The primary objective of the 
Rural Business Opportunity 
Grant program is to improve the 
economic conditions of rural 
areas.  Assistance provided to 
rural areas under this program 
may include technical assistance 
for business development and 
economic development planning. 
 
Nationwide, a total of $990,000 
of non-earmarked funds is avail-
able for this program for Fiscal 
Year 2006.  A total of $990,000 
has been earmarked for Native 
Americans, and a total of 
$990,000 earmarked for Em-
powerment Zones, Enterprise 
Communities and Rural Eco-
nomic Area Partnerships.  There 

is no project dollar amount limi-
tation for earmarked funds. 
 
Competitive grants of up to 
$50,000 per application may be 
requested from the non-
earmarked funds.  For multi-
state projects, grant funds of up 
to $150,000 will be available on a 
competitive basis.   
 
The deadline for the receipt of 
applications in the Rural Devel-
opment State Office is May 26, 
2006.  Any applications received 
after that date will not be con-
sidered for Fiscal Year 2006 
funding. 
 
For further information, entities 
wishing to apply for assistance 
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USDA Rural Development’s Mission:  To increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for all Rural Americans. 
 
USDA Rural Development’s Vision:  A Rural America that is a Healthy, Safe & Prosperous Place to Live and Work.   

To be eligible for a Ru-
ral Business Opportu-
nity Grant (RBOG), 
applicants must be a 
public body, nonprofit 
corporation, Indian 
tribe, or cooperative 
with members that are 
primarily rural residents. 
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OVER $10 MILLION IN SECTION 533 HOUSING 
PRESERVATION GRANTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006 

 

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 
AVAILABLE TO FOSTER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Further information on the 
Housing Preservation Grant 
program and application require-
ments can be found in the March 
20 edition of the Federal Regis-
ter at http://
a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/242
2/01jan20061800/
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/06-
2451.htm, on USDA Rural De-
velopment’s website at http://
www.rurdev.usda.gov/ or by 
contacting the West Virginia 
Rural Development State Office 
at 75 High Street, Suite 320, 
Morgantown, WV  26505-7500, 
telephone 304-284-4868, fax 
304-284-4893 or TTY/TDD  
304-284-4836. 

Nationwide, there is over $10 
million available through the 
Section 533 Housing Preserva-
tion Grant (HPG) funds for Fiscal 
Year 2006. 
 
The Housing Preservation Grant 
program is a grant program 
which provides qualified public 
agencies, private nonprofit or-
ganizations, and other eligible 
entities grant funds to assist very 
low– and low-income homeown-
ers in repairing and rehabilitating 
their homes in rural areas. 
 
In addition, this program assists 
rental property owners and 
cooperative housing complex 

owners in repairing and rehabili-
tating their units if they agree to 
make such units available to 
low– and very low-income per-
sons. 
 
The deadline for submitting a 
grant application for this pro-
gram is May 19, 2006.  No maxi-
mum or minimum grant level has 
been established at the National 
level.  However, you can contact 
Penny Thaxton at 91 Boyles 
Lane, Parkersburg, WV  26104, 
telephone 304-422-9070, fax 
304-422-9074 or TTY/TDD  
304-284-4836 for state alloca-
tion information. 
 

$225,000 and matching funds are 
required. 
 
Further information on this pro-
gram and application require-
ments can be found in the March 
20 edition of the Federal Regis-
ter at http://
a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/242
2/01jan20061800/
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/E6-
4006.htm, on USDA Rural De-
velopment’s website at http://
www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/
rcdg/rcdg.htm or by contacting 
John Comerci, Rural Business 
and Cooperatives Specialist, 481 
Ragland Road, Beckley, WV  
25801, telephone 304-253-9597 
(extension 146), fax 304-252-
5809 or TTY/TDD 304-284-
4836. 

Rural Cooperative Development 
Grants are available through 
USDA Rural Development to 
assist in cooperative develop-
ment ventures by establishing 
and operating cooperative devel-
opment centers as part of the 
ongoing effort by the Bush Ad-
ministration to increase eco-
nomic opportunities in rural 
areas. 
 
Nationwide, there is $4.45 mil-
lion available in this program 
funding.  The grants are awarded 
on a competitive basis and are 
intended to foster rural coop-
erative development through 
projects that provide rural resi-
dents with education and techni-
cal assistance in areas of business 
and cooperative startup, market-

ing, managing and other self-help 
tools. 
 
Rural Development State Direc-
tor Rob Steptoe remarked, 
“These centers for rural coop-
erative development offer our 
rural citizens the resources they 
need to support the expansion 
of economic opportunities 
within their community.” 
 
Grants may be made to non-
profit corporations and institu-
tions of higher education.  
Grants may not be made to 
public bodies or for-profit enti-
ties.   
 
The deadline for submitting a 
grant application is May 20, 2006.  
The maximum award per grant is 

Page 9 

Please note that Housing 
Preservation Grant Funds 
will not be made to 
individual homeowners, 
but rather to eligible 
applicants as described 
to the left.     

April, 2006  

“These centers for rural 
cooperative 
development offer our 
rural citizens the 
resources they need to 
support the expansion 
of economic 
opportunities  within 
their community,” 
remarked Rural 
Development State 
Director Rob Steptoe.     

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead Federal entity for rural development needs and administers program assistance 
through its rural housing programs, rural business programs and rural utilities programs.     



“Celebrating Community:  A Tribute to Black 
Fraternal, Social and Civic Institutions” 

February 22, 2006.  This is the 
date that employees of the 
Harley O. Staggers Federal Build-
ing in Morgantown, WV chose 
to celebrate American History 
Month through their, as the 
theme states, tribute to Black 
Fraternal, Social and Civic Insti-
tutions.                                                  
                                              
Charlotte Meade, a retired edu-
cator and self-publisher of “In 
My Time...A Collection of Poetry 
and Other Written Expres-
sions,” was the guest speaker 
and shared with the audience 
some of her perspectives on the 
subject.   
 
Ms. Meade also shared some of 
her poetry and thoughts that 
date back to the 1960s. 
 

Employees from USDA Rural 
Development, USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
and USDA Farm Service Agency 
listened intently and shared a 
few laughs with Ms. Meade as 
she enlightened the group. 
 
In the Summer of 2000, Char-
lotte wrote the following poem 
entitled, “IT’S HARD TO UN-
RING A BELL” 
 
I reach out to you. 
 
You accept my hand in yours 
But crush my fingers. 
 
I feel the pain, but do not say 
“Why did you respond this 
way?”  
You loosen your grip. 
 

I withdraw my hand from yours, 
Today’s lesson learned. 
 
You sense my complete surprise. 
You say, “I apologize.” 
 
Deeds done, some undone, 
Leave deep scars that can’t be 
hid, 
Even though denied. 
 
I forgive, 
But suspicions swell. 
 
It’s hard to unring a bell. 
 
This is just a sample of the 
“Food for Thought” that Ms. 
Meade left this group with as 
they commemorated this occa-
sion.  Another date of history in 
the making…….  
   

Federal Building, Suite 320 
75 High Street 

Morgantown, WV  26505-7500 

Phone:  304-284-4860 OR 800-295-8228 
Fax:  304-284-4893; TTY/TDD 304-284-4836 

Gail.Bennett@wv.usda.gov 

Almost Heaven WV  
Mountain State Rural Express 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/wv 

“Wild, Wonderful & 
Open For Business” 

If you are receiving this newsletter 
via mail and would rather receive it 
via e-mail, please forward Gail 
Bennett, Editor, your request to 
Gail.Bennett@wv.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer. Complaints of discrimination should be sent to: USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410. 

Leonard Jackson, USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Services 
Special Emphasis Program liai-
son, presented Ms. Charlotte 
Meade with a Certificate of Ap-
preciation on behalf of the 
Harley O. Staggers Federal 
Building employees.   


